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11 December 2017, 
 
 
Dear Gordon, 
 
 
I am writing to inform the you and the Economy, Jobs and Fair Work Committee about 
progress with our Programme for Government commitment to confirm the location and lead 
partners for the National Manufacturing Institute for Scotland (NMIS) this year in advance of 
beginning onsite work in 2018. 
 
Our vision for the Manufacturing Institute is an industry-led international centre of 
manufacturing expertise where research, industry and the public sector work together to 
transform skills, productivity and innovation to attract investment and make Scotland a global 
leader in advanced manufacturing. 
 
I am delighted to advise that today we are announcing Inchinnan in Renfrewshire as the 
location, and the University of Strathclyde as the anchor university for NMIS. Renfrewshire, 
which is part of Scotland’s manufacturing heartland, is an ideal location for NMIS given its 
central location, excellent transport links including an international airport, and proximity to a 
large pool of potential future manufacturing employees from engineering students based at 
near-by universities. It also offers sufficient space to accommodate large investments from 
manufacturing companies seeking to locate close to the Institute, as has happened with 
Boeing and McLaren beside the Advanced Manufacturing and Research Centre in Sheffield.    
 
Strathclyde University, which has a strong track record of working with the manufacturing 
industry, has Scotland’s largest engineering faculty and possesses Scotland’s only dedicated 
university department in manufacturing. Strathclyde also hosts the UK’s first Fraunhofer 
Institute and several research centres with relevance to manufacturing including the Centre 
for Continuous Manufacturing and Crystallisation and the Weir Advance Research Centre. It 
is one of only two universities in the UK to host three Catapult Centres – with no others in 
Scotland. The Advanced Forming Research Centre is the only High Value Manufacturing 
Centre in Scotland and one of only seven in the UK. 
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NMIS will increase productivity, stimulate investment, catalyse job creation and inspire and 
attract talent to manufacturing careers in Scotland. Importantly, it will also deliver benefits 
right across Scotland by being accessible to businesses of all sizes through digital 
connectivity and outreach activity. NMIS will also work very closely with our enterprise and 
skills agencies and draw on the expertise of Scotland universities, colleges and Innovation 
Centres.    
 
We announced £8.9 million funding for the Lightweight Manufacturing Centre, an important 
first step towards the wider Manufacturing Institute, in June this year and expect the Centre 
to open in the Summer of 2018. We are now committing a further £48 million for NMIS over 
the next two years, while Renfrewshire Council will provide £39.1 million through the 
Glasgow City Region Deal to support wider infrastructure work at the Inchinnan site. I also 
wrote to Greg Clark, UK Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, in 
September seeking a UK Government commitment of £40 million towards NMIS but have 
not yet received confirmation of any UK Government support.   
 
Along with key delivery partners, including the enterprise and skills agencies, Renfrewshire 
Council and University of Strathclyde, we will be taking forward detailed planning activity 
over the coming months. A particular focus of this will be engaging with industry to ensure 
NMIS meets the needs of manufacturing companies across Scotland and potential inward 
investors. Site preparation work on the 130 acre development site owned by Renfrewshire 
Council, along with marketing activity to drive demand for NMIS services and encourage 
inward investment to Scotland, will also be taken forward.    
  
I look forward to updating you and the Parliament as our plans for NMIS develop.  
  
 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 

Keith Brown 
 

 


